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ABSTRACT
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Access to health services and supports for Black preterm infants in Alberta: a longitudinal case study
Mary Olukotun', RN, BScN, PhD Student | Supervisors: Gillian Lemermeyer!' RN, MN, PhD and Bukola Salami? RN, MN, PhD

Background: An infant is considered preterm when born before a gestational age of 37 weeks (1). In Canada,
Black women are at an increased risk for preterm birth (8.9%) compared to White women (5.9%) (2), and Alberta
has the second highest rate of preterm births (9.2%) of all provinces and territories (3). Though Black preterm
infants have similar outcomes in the neonatal intensive care unit (NICU) compared to White infants of the same
gestational age, they have poorer outcomes after discharge (4). This phenomenon is believed to be related to
differential access to services and supports in the community setting (2, 4). Minimal research explores this area
iIn Canada. As such, this study aims to explore Black parents’ experiences of caring for their preterm infant post-
discharge and the perspectives of parents and health service providers on factors within the community setting
that contribute to infants’ outcomes.

General Methods: Using a qualitative case study design (5), | will conduct longitudinal interviews with a
purposeful sample of Black parents (n=3-5 families) of preterm infants and their health service providers. Initial
interviews will take place during their NICU admission and at 3 and 6 months after discharge. Interviews will be
audio-recorded and transcribed verbatim; will be analyzed using the constant comparative method and cross-
case, time-series analysis; and will be triangulated through document analysis (5,6).

Results/Conclusions: This project will provide insight into Black parents’ experiences of accessing care for their
Black preterm infants in Alberta. It will highlight where gaps exist in support during this transitional stage and will

inform community-based strategies to transform the health outcomes of Black preterm infants.
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SEX- & GENDER-BASED ANALYSIS +

EQUITY, DIVERSITY, & INCLUSION

» Reflecting on researcher positionality * Use of gender-inclusive language
and biases  Data collection on the gender identity of

all participants

* Acknowledgement that individuals with
different gender identities have dissimilar
experiences of navigating health
institutions and services

» Use of a critical framework that considers
the intersectionality of gender with race,
class, and other social identities and how
they contribute to variable experiences of
care-seeking

* Engaging in ongoing reflexivity

» Addressing power imbalances

* Inclusion of partners in the research
process

* Inclusive approaches to data collection

» Compensation for community partners
and participants

» Accessible language and transparent
communication

» Use of intersectional, social justice lens
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PATIENT-ORIENTED RESEARCH

Consultations with community partners:
» Co-develop research tools
* Support data analysis
* Provide feedback on preliminary
findings
» Support knowledge translation

Advisory committee of Black parents with
children who were born premature
» Lived experience of accessing care for
their preterm infants in the community
» Ensures relevant focus of study,
feasibility of research design and
methods
* Co-develop research tools
» Contribute to data analysis
* Provide feedback on preliminary
findings
» Support knowledge translation
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